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Author: Lin Qiongwen

In the 110th academic year, our school won the
championship in the 5th "Junior High Reading Knowledge
King" competition. In the following 111th academic year, we
participated again and won the Excellence Award.

The competition of this year required a thorough reading
of six classic literary works, including "Romance of the
Three Kingdoms," "The Giver," "Naturalist," "Moby-Dick,"
"The Year of the Greylag Goose," and "Dancing Bears."
The participants had to not only demonstrate critical
thinking and diverse expressive abilities but also embody
teamwork. For students, this was an extremely challenging
competition. They had to not only find time to read dense
classic books but also showcase abilities such as "reading
comprehension," "oral expression," "visual representation,"
"critical thinking," "performance," and "collaboration."
Combining the talents of three individuals, it could be said
that they were truly versatile.

This year, the participating team consisted of three students
from Class 810. They faced heavy academic pressures,
and |, due to busy work, couldn't allocate much time to
train them. Additionally, occasional disruptions caused by
the pandemic limited our opportunities to read and discuss
together. During the training period, | often felt that we
might not make it to the top this year. However, | couldn't let
the students perceive my frustration. | could only constantly
ponder: How can we achieve the maximum benefit within
the limited time?

In recent years, the booklist for the Knowledge King
competition has been based on the "Books Illuminate
Knowledge" activity promoted by the Education Bureau.

English proofreader: Teacher Tsai, Hsin Wu

Every one or two months, the Education Bureau holds an
article solicitation event for outstanding works based on
classic books. Therefore, before the competition this year,
| printed the excellent works collected from various schools
to help the participating students learn about the methods
of summarization, creative thinking, and grasp the key
points of each book from others' outstanding works. If the
outstanding students from other schools were giants, our
three students were able to directly stand on the shoulders
of giants and explore the treasurable trove of knowledge.

Afterward, | assigned the books according to individual
interests. Each student thoroughly read two books and
shared the key points with the other two teammates. The
listeners had to think carefully and raise questions, while
the sharers had to answer their classmates' questions
and teach them important knowledge points. Through
continuous speaking, listening, and clarification, everyone
had the opportunity to understand the books better. This is
the essential core objective of autonomous learning.

About a week before the competition, | asked the students
to prepare questions based on the books they were
responsible for and have others answer them. | told them
to imagine themselves as judges and have the mindset of
question setters, so they could examine the books from
a broader perspective. After demonstrating how to create
questions, | informed them of the direction of the literacy
questions in recent years and asked them to come up with
questions that aligned with the spirit of the 108 curriculum
guidelines and "connected to personal experiences." In
other words, if they encounter certain situations in life, they

should consider what M
abilities they have or what Y
methods they can use to
solve them.

This year, our students,
Wu Kuanyi, Pan Youzhen,
and Jian Zimi, were
fortunate to advance
to the final round along
with teams from 11 other -
schools. We were all excited and nervous about reaching
the finals. However, | told the students that entering
the finals itself was an affirmation, and the ranking was
secondary. Being able to make it through the "Knowledge
King" competition meant that there were no challenges in
life that we couldn't overcome.

\

]

The champion of last year participated for two years,
and | believe their victory was attributed to their growing
abilities and rich competition experience. This year, winning
"Excellence Award" is also quite impressive because it's
our school's first time participating in the "Knowledge
King" competition in five years and making it to the finals.
It shows that these three students truly have outstanding
abilities. Wu Kuanyi and Pan Youzhen even received the
"Classic Scholar Award," which is the best recognition of
their personal efforts. Only those who ranked in the top 20
among over 140 participants could receive this honor! | am
fortunate to know these three outstanding and lovely girls. |
believe it is a beautiful encounter in life.
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Huge thanks to our incredible teachers - Jason Lee, Summer
Zhang, Chad Gu, Tiger Chu, and Adrian Knowles - for
planning, helping out, and taking students on a fantastic field
trip to the Yilan Green Expo!

Established in 2000, the expo focuses on green living,
conservation, and eco-friendly agriculture. Our students had
the opportunity to explore themed exhibitions and engage
in outdoor education and recreation. The expo also raises
environmental awareness within local industries.

On 27th April, all international class students were embarked
on this exciting field trip! This was a great opportunity to
see a different area of Taiwan and a great opportunity for
Grades 7, 8 & 9 to spend time learning from one another and
creatlng a team sp|r|t

Musical Practice

International and local students have also been practicing
their performance skills with singing and dancing in
preparatlon for performlng in musicals. This has greatly

The stage is set! Students working hard to
improve their English!

Students practicing their
performance skills!
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Explore the Metaverse

The first time | was drawn to the metaverse was when |
watched the 2018 film "Ready Player One". In the movie,
there is a virtual reality game world where people interact with
each other through their avatars and complete Easter egg
missions. The creativity and scenery in the movie fascinated
me deeply. Later, after evaluating various VR headsets, |
excitedly purchased my first Meta Quest 2 helmet and started
exploring the world's beauty in "Wander", solving puzzles in
"Down The Rabbit Hole", practicing climbing in "The Climb",
and experiencing the excitement of virtual roller coasters
in "Roller Coaster Madness". This year, | was even lucky
enough to participate in an immersive interactive experience
at the National Theater. With a VIVE headset and full-body
sensors, | entered a virtual Parisian ball (dancing with real
people), dressed in a virtual Chanel custom-made dress, and
arrived in a dream-like dazzling scene, taking my metaverse
experience to a whole new level.

Metaverset B~ ES
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assisted with reading, listening and speaking Skl||S. This
is also a great confidence booster for all abilities to work
together and help each other learn in a positive and fun way
while developing team building skills.

During Parent Day, each teacher will be explaining their
curriculum plan for the upcoming semester. You will learn
about what your child will be learning, how they will be
graded, and what is expected of them in the coming months.
This is a great chance to ask questions and gain insight into
your child's education.

In addition, we will be seeking your help and support in
various areas to ensure your child's success. We understand
the importance of parental involvement in the education
process and we greatly appreciate your support

Visiting Academia Sinica

We had the incredible
opportunity to get together
to explore one of the
most prestigious research
institutions in our country. At
Academia Sinica, students
immersed themselves in
a world of scientific discovery, innovation, and academic
excellence. Students had the chance to witness cutting-edge
technologies, observe fascinating research projects, and

X/ R FER BPE

Researcher explaining how the system Visiting dlﬁerent areas of study in
is build and setup Academia Sinica

Parents who are able to attend the information session had
the opportunity to:

Meet the Faculty: Get to know our experienced and
passionate faculty members who will be guiding their child's
journey. Our teachers were available to answer questions
and provide insights into the teaching methodologies and
support systems in place to ensure their child's academic
success and personal growth.

Q&A Session: We understand that parents may have specific
concerns or inquiries. Therefore, we have allocated ample
time for a question-and-answer session. Our team was
ready to address any queries parents may have regarding
curriculum, admission process, financial aspects, or any
other topic of interest.

Registration Information: Parents also got to learn about
: the registration process,
important dates, and any
required documentation
for registration. We guide
parents through the steps to
enroll their child in the Junior
High School International
Program and provide
assistance throughout the
application process.

The concept of 'metaverse’ originates from the third novel,
Snow Crash, by the American science fiction writer Neal
Stephenson. It was published in 1992, depicting a world
where individuals can freely navigate between reality and
virtuality. Today, the metaverse includes many cutting-edge
technologies such as Al/big data, AR/VR/MR, NFT, virtual
currencies, virtual characters, 5G and cloud applications,
blockchain, etc. and combines various fields of application
such as remote meetings, social platforms, AR advertising,
virtual singers, virtual medical procedures 3D holographlc
exhibitions, virtual stores,
etc., providing people
with experiences and
pleasures different from
those in the real world.
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The integration of the metaverse and education can
transcend the limitations of time and space, provide a
safer environment for learning skills, increase student
engagement, and improve learning outcomes. Examples of
this integration include virtual labs, virtual sports venues, and
libraries. In my teaching practice, | guide students to navigate
a virtual blue waterway to learn about the culture and
ecology of the Keelung River and Tamsui River. Students
also experience interactive scenes such as camping and
cooking on the lakeside of Mount Fuji, inspired by the
Japanese animation "Yuru Camp". They can also visit virtual
exhibition spaces such as "Goxr" and "Spatial" to appreciate
group works, senior students' and teachers' paintings in the
MRT galleries. Additionally, students can explore the virtual
cosmos and enjoy stargazing beyond the classroom or
daytime limitations, using various devices such as headsets,
tablets, or smartphones to acquire an immersive learning
experience.

To enhance students' technological application abilities, |
led four students to participate in Taipei City Metaverse VR
City Competition in the year 111. The theme was to explore
the new and old cultures of Nangang. We took 360-degree
panoramic photos of the streets of Nangang and used
various XR platforms and image editing software to create
the content. We were fortunate to win third place in the
competition.

In the future, each city and county will continue to promote
the integration of VR into teaching in schools, as well as
a new XR digital collaborative learning model. By setting
up a 3D virtual studio anchor environment and combining
the diverse digital teaching materials of the teacher team,
innovative teaching applications can be conducted through
live broadcasts. The development of intelligent technology
allows us to complete work and learning more conveniently,
and to use technology to realize ideas and creativity. We
can enhance the learning effect through the integration of
virtuality and reality, such as participating in physical scout
camping activities while also experiencing virtual wilderness
survival scenes for more
challenges. Facing future
technological innovation,
let us continue to maintain
an open-minded attitude
to explore this diverse and
interesting metaverse world.

Application in Education
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